
MX.01 Design for a library in a Glasgow house

Introduction

The only documentation for this scheme is an undated pencil and watercolour drawing showing elevations of four walls. The drawing shows a window,
fireplace, fitted cabinets and wall decoration. It is not known whether the work was carried out. No client has not been identified –if this was an actual
commission rather than a speculative or ideal design.

The fitted cabinets rise to picture-rail height and have decorative doors, with leaded glass in the lower section and what appear to be inlaid panels in the upper
section. The tall, double-light window to the left has leaded glass. The fireplace has fire-dogs with stylised bird and leaf finials. The overmantel cabinet-fronts
comprise symmetrical figurative panels. The frieze is decorated with a bold stylised pattern related to Mackintosh's symbolist watercolours of the mid 1890s.

On stylistic grounds, the design has been dated to 1894: the furniture is comparable to known designs carried out by Mackintosh for the Davidson family at
Gladsmuir, Kilmacolm, and for J. & W. Guthrie around this time; the frieze and figurative decoration are similar to work by Mackintosh, Margaret Macdonald
and Frances Macdonald which appeared in the April and November 1894 editions of the Magazine, created by Glasgow School of Art students. 1

In 1896 Mackintosh exhibited a 'Design for a Library', possibly this drawing, at the Glasgow Institute of the Fine Arts under his own name (357).

Authorship: The library design is known from Mackintosh's drawing.

Status: Unknown

Chronology

Description

People

Job Book

The job books of Honeyman & Keppie (later Honeyman, Keppie & Mackintosh) are now held by The Hunterian, University of Glasgow and include four
volumes related to the Mackintosh period. The books were used by the firm to keep a project-by-project, day-by-day record of contractors, suppliers and
expenditure. The name of a project and/or client is usually at the top of the left-hand page, followed by information about tradesmen who tendered. The name
of the measurer (quantity surveyor) is usually at the top of the right-hand page, followed by information about payments to contractors and suppliers. All of the
data for MX.01 is entered in the tables below.

Page numbering is not consistent in the job books. Sometimes a single number refers to a double-page spread and sometimes each page is individually
numbered. Here, each image of a double-page spread is identified by the number given at the top of the left-hand page. (Images of all of the pages from the
four job books can be found at Browse Job Books, Visit Book and Cash Book.)

The following information about MX.01 has been extracted from the job books:

Documents

Images

Bibliography

http://www.mackintosh-architecture.gla.ac.uk/catalogue/jb_browse/


Published

Roger Billcliffe, Charles Rennie Mackintosh: The Complete Furniture, Furniture Drawings and Interior Designs, Moffat, Dumfriesshire: Cameron
& Hollis, 4th edn, 2009, pp. 30–1

Michael Donnelly, 'Design for a library in a Glasgow House by Charles Rennie Mackintosh c.1894–5', Charles Rennie Mackintosh Society
Newsletter, 25, Spring 1980, pp. 6–8

Notes:

1: Roger Billcliffe, Charles Rennie Mackintosh: The Complete Furniture, Furniture Drawings and Interior Designs, Moffat, Dumfriesshire: Cameron
& Hollis, 4th edn, 2009, pp. 30–1; Michael Donnelly, 'Design for a library in a Glasgow House by Charles Rennie Mackintosh c1894–5', Charles Rennie
Mackintosh Society Newsletter, 25, Spring 1980, pp. 6–8; the Magazine, http://gsathemagazine.net/index.php [accessed 13 June 2013].
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